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On-ramp decision
I another natural heritage disaster

On June the 23, the Environment Minister Dr Judy Edward
handed down her decision to uphold appeals by Main Roads}
the Shire of Kalamunda against an earlier advice made in 2888,
by the EPA to reject a proposal by Main Roads to constructgs

onramp between Abernethy Road and Tonkin Highway in F
restfield.

You may well wonder why there is any point in havingush | ‘
Forever policy, an Environmental Protection Policy for Swaas
Coastal Plain wetlands, a Register of the National Estate, or &
an Environmental Protection Authority when all these protectiyét
factors have failed to prevent Main Roads, and its ally the SE#
of Kalamunda, from gaining approval to have anramp con- &8
structed through one of the most pristine wetland/bushland a
in the metropolitan area.

The UBC and the Friends of Perth Airport Bushland oppo
this development very strongly from the time they became a
of the proposal and they had every reason to do so. And thef
that the Commonwealth Government has permitted large Sgi
clearing of high conservation value bushland and wetlands aft
airport since the enamp proposal came to light made argume
for its rejection even more compelling. But the Minister for t
Environment apparently didn
expressing outrage over th
ring at Perth Airport on the one hand and then on other app
ing the construction of a road through one of its most intact
lands.

We understand the Minister for Planning and Infrastruct
Alannah MacTiernan, did not want the-oamp proposal aban
doned and applied considerable pressure on behalf of
Roads.

Now that Dr Edwards has a e t
construct an omamp, our interest has shifted to the mattgrp(énpar%p s& weMr%l

how the access road between Abernethy Road and Tonkin High-

way can be constructed so as to ensure it has the minimum enI/NS| DE

ronmental impact both in the construction phase and in the

longer term.

in Ruguﬁ 9085d S F%oto By Mgr&ar%t %\ﬁe%

Coastal developments going overboard
Perth Urban Bushland Fungi Project

putt i ngr aniped foorn egsentially censtructing a
bridgei is the best option. A bridge offers the prospect of mini-
mising the long term impact of the ramp on the immediate envi-
rons of the beautiful Abernethy Road wetland and also offers the and more...
prospect of maintaining and enhancing the fauna link between

More clearing at Perth Airport

1
The UBC and the Friends of Perth Airport Bushland insist that T
1
1 When is a remnant too small?

(Continued on pagg)



Editorial

Here we are half way into the 10 year implementatioBush lative investment and do so at their own risk. They ignhore the
Forever, and despite the Gover nnature conservation values at their peril. Similarly others) may -
gram will achieve substantial outcomes, the Urban Bushlainvest speculatively in shares but returns can never be guaran-
Council is becoming skeptical about the whole government coteed. Where can people go and complain when they lose money
mitment toBush Forever Certainly there seems to be confusioion the stock exchange? We do not hear much complaint about
about the real purpose Blish Foreverand many state agenciessuch 'losses'.

and local councils do not respect the conservation purpose

But our bushland has evolved over thousands of years and is ar

sites. This is clearly documented by a recent outburst of Cr.‘irreplaceable natural asset, not a liability. It is part of nature and

C'S%m and misinformation in the chal ?ress by CrfSaIpletLo, CIIike it or not we are all dependent on nature for fresh air, water
0 Wanneroo. Titles o t Ne andfood. We all have a duty of care to retain natural areds'and

Forever classifications O 81N Gpeir rich biota. However, as a community we clearly fail to%lc—'
speak for themselves and show remarkable unwﬂlmgnessOgnize the benefits of bushland in the city

understand the issues associated with bushland protectior

urban areas. These attitudes of ignorance have been alloweYet, there is evidence that for general well being, people need to
fester in the vacuum of commitment by the State. be close to nature. Why do we escape to natural areas for relaxa:

tion when the hectic life in busy suburbia is taking its toll on our
health? Because it makes us feel better. People need to under
stand this and also the fact that here in Perth the opportunities are
on our doorstep and we should not be forced to travel hunaréd%
of kilometers in search of nature.

Then there is a list of proposals for development wiirsh
Foreversites that claim to be justifiable as they follow the Gov,
ernment 8s St atement of Pl anr
the Perth Metropolitan Region. You can read more about thc
on page 3. The State Government is at fault because it has fa
dismally to promoteBush Foreveras a conservation priority. It Many also do not know that by allowing clearing of vegetation
has not properly informed the community even thotiatsh We are losing an unknown number of opportunities for discover-

Foreverwas endorsed as a 'whole of Government' plan backies of future cures for diseases not to mention resources for all
December 2000. sorts of productive uses. For example, only abeli0% of our

fungi has been identified and described and we still have little
opportunity to study their potential benefits. Unfortunately not
many studies have been done to document these benefits and il
blissful ignorance of lost potential many prefer the quick benefits
of making money from selling ‘unused' land. Once vegetatilon is
cleared, we cannot bring it back. It is lost forever. ac

Many supportedush Forevein the hope that it would mean a
whole government commitment towards strategic planning f
urban bushland protection. But it is obvious not everybody u
derstands why should we bother about pieces of bush in the c
while the attitude of Other
edge of the facts. Firstly they are not aware that there is |
much left, in fact less then 28% of the original vegetation riThere are numerous examples from all over the world illustrating
mains in the Perth Metropolitan Region (outside the hills arehow overclearing of land creates lots of other problems, very
and many Vegetation types have less than 10% remaining_ ECOStly to those communities to repair, yet still ignored. Clearing
ondly, Perth is one of 3 highly biodiverse cities in the southeOf forests in Bangladesh worsens seasonal flooding. Over clear-
hemisphere. No other city boasts Banksia woodlands with Jing of our own wheatbelt has resulted in massive salinity of farm-
rah, Marri and Tuart trees in suburbia. The uniqueness and dand. Loss of coastal vegetation leaves foreshores vulnerable to
nificance of vegetation and whole communities of insects astorm erosion and dune destruction.

animals in the south west of Western Australia are internaticSome parts of Perth, including the City of Wanneroo, still have
ally recognized. More then 75% of our plants cannot be fouthe opportunity to protect large parts of our natural heritage that
anywhere else in the world. future generations will be able to enjoy as we do now. So instead

However this may mean nothing to those that look at land orof playing the blame game, we need to work together to find
as a source of income. People who invest in land make a spevays of protecting what is left for our benefit, for the benefit of
nature itself, and for the benefit to future generations.

(Continued from pag#) which could be facilitated with the establishment of a well
Perth Airport Bushland (Bush Forever Site 386) and Dundev e get at ed figreenway. O
Road Bushland (Bush Forever Site 319).

It has long been a concern of such groups as the UBC and the
Main Roads is well aware of the importance of wildlife corridorsFriends of Perth Airport Bushland that opportunities to enhance
and ecological connectivity being one of the State Agencies vitally important ecological links between a string of very sig-
which guided the production & St r at egi ¢ P lInificant bushland reserves on the eastern side of the Swan
GreenwaygqTingay and Associates, 1998). It is also well awareCoastal Plain from the Swan River, through such sites as Perth
of the issue of road construction leading to habitat fragmentiAirport Bushland, Dundas Road Bushland, Hartfield Park, and
tion. In a document released to inform the public of itsthe Greater Brixton Street Wetlands to the Canning River Re-
fipreferred practiceo i mesigredf agional Park are notonly being ignored but actively destroyedl. e d
Fauna UnderpassegDoc. 6708-83, June 2002) Main Roads
canvasses various designs for maintaining fauna habitat connThe WA Government has an opportunity to make some small
tions, including bridges, a namends for a very bad environmental decision by providing f
West Australian Wildlife Conservation Act 1950 and Conservafunding for the construction of a bridge rather than a solid earth-
tion and Land Management Act 1984 there is an obligatontwor kés structure and the UBC
protect fauna and f |-@ampasitevihdpe rvant ministers. If the construction of the-camp is deemed to
pens to be Perth Airport busbe so vital for Perthdés roade
bushland and there is undoubtedly some existing interchange does not warrant a sophisticated design intended to minimise
fauna such as small birds, bandicoots, reptiles, and amphibiaenvironmental impacts.
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COASTAL DEVELOPMENT GOING OVERBOARD

We all love our white sandy beaches and our coast. But it seelForever site, which if implemented would require major earth-
we ol | l ove them to bits. works changing the dune landscape. If that is not enough, a
The Urban Bushland Council is appalled by the range and exted_rainage sump to collect water from the _adjoining_development
of devel opment proposals, pSite seems to be regardgd as an appropriate addition to a cangel
joyment of the coast, but destroy unique natural areas. outvation reserve, and a series of access tracks_to the beach, in'sorr
geous is the recently relea areas boardwalks every 2280 metres are being proposed. Agntch é
S

includes a major marina cut into the Point Peron peninsula, re:ﬂnally, to enable people_to enjoy the ocean views, dual pa
dential and tourist/ mixed use development spreading over mcanng the foreshore within the foredunes are suddenly fashion-
of the peninsula, destroying the ancient natural environment a2°'€-

completely ignoring the environmental values of the area th#inally, there is the latest proposal for a dual boardwalk along
were recognised by the State Governmemgush Forever the foredunes from Trigg to Scarborough. City of Stirling is
cpromoting this proposal as their way of protecting the dune
Ivegetation from expected increase in visitors at these beaches
during the coming surf life saving championships.

Point Peron bushland, Bush Forever Site 355, is one of the v
few remaining examples of what once covered the coast of t
Perth Region. Therefore the Government should follow the re:
ommendation to manage this bushland as part of the RockinWhat is really alarming is the justification being used for inap-

ham Lakes Regional Par k. T hpropriate development8raft Statement of Planning Policy 2.8: d €
or redevelop without land clearing. Bushland Policy for the Perth Metropolitan Region. The Urban

Bushland Council has repeatedly warned the Government about

If we seriously consider the impacts of climate change and assth K f the SPP when it | q T bli
ciated changes to coastal processes, the highly dynamic char € weakness or the when it was released for public com-
me nt |l ast year. |t is full (

ter of this part of the coast, the ongoing water quality problerr ~ . .
associatedpwith marinas and canal%evglopmen?s; an):j ehe riskt PP T OVa ! 0 for Buslhe_Fm_revl?mtcgsmee] gbeve i 1
acidification, the Environmental Protection Authority would proposals are coming all too soon vindicating our concerns.
reject these kinds of developments in principle as being totalThe Government needs show its serious commitment to conservi
environmentally unacceptable. Canal developments in NSW aand manage all Bush Forever sites in an interconnected reserve
banned because of acid sulphate soils. system.It needs to work harder on getting the message across

The Urban Bushland Council finds it outrageous that 5 yealNatBush ForeveiSites only conserve the bare minimum of our

after gover n me nBush $oreentbecerae stithe" ! ch natural heritage and are
developers that completely ignore its purpose and that we havt
Government that will even entertain proposals that will hav
such an enormous impact on a regionally significant area zon
for O6Parks and Recreationbd.

There is still opportunity to comment on two of the above men-
tioned projects:

o Boardwalk proposal at South Trigg Beach
Then there are all the proposals within foreshore manageme Submissions close 30 September 2005

plans released for public comment over the past few month

Plans for Burns Beach foreshore, Two Re¥ksichep foreshore | ot 12 Marmion Avenue, Jindalee Foreshore Management Plan
or the recently released Jindalee foreshore management plan, Submissions close 18 October 2005

include proposals for grassed and landscaped areas Bitkim

Forever sites! Some within vegetation in lesser condition, bu |f you would like more information about any of these please
some proposing to clear vegetation in Very Géoaellent con- contact the UBC office on 9420 7207

dition. Then there are proposals for carparks within Biesh or email to ubc@iinet.net.au

BUSHLAND AREAS UNDER THREAT

WEBSTER ROAD BUSHLAND, FORRESTDALE RD, MUNSTER)

BUSHLAND AT KEWDALE FREIGHT TERMI- COASTAL STRIP FROM WILBINGA TO MIN-
NAL DARIE (BFS 397)

PERTH AIRPORT (BFS 386) ALL BUSH FOREVER SITES IN THENEGOTI-
CONSERVATION CATEGORY WETLAND AT ATED PLANNING SOLUTION IMPLEMENTA-
BERINGARRA AVE, MALAGA TION CATEGORY

PART OF BFS 293 (NOWERGUP) KIARA TAFE SITE

BURNS BEACH FORESHORE BOLD PARK (BFS 312)

TRIGG BEACH BUSHLAND (BFS 308) KEN HURST PARK (BFS 245)

ASHTON RD BUSHLAND, BULLSBROOK NORTH LAKE (BFS 244)

(BFS 88) UNDERWOOD AVE (BFS 119)

BFS 344 (BANJUP) POINT PERON (BFS 355)

BANJUP BUSHLAND (BFS 263) FARRINGTON ROAD BUSHLAND
BUSHLAND ADJACENT TO THOMSONS LAKE JANDAKOT AIRPORT (BFS 388)

(BFS 391 & BUSHLAND ALONG HENDERSON
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GREAT ACHIEVEMENTS OF PHASE 1

31st August marked the end of Phase 1 of the Perth Urban Bushland Fungi project. It is time to lo
back at what has been achieved during the past 18 months of the project.

The project aimed to raise awareness about the role of fungi in our ecosystems and increase the cay
v ity of the community to confidently identify fungi and conduct surveys of fungi in bushlands. Another
objective was to collect baseline data on fungi for a number of bushland areas and integrate fungi int
biodiversity management strategies. It was seen as an ambitious project but not only were the broa
objectives met, the stated outcomes for Phase 1 were exceeded.

Community involvement and awareness

Urban One of the most significant achievements of PUBF project was the large number of people that parti
pated in the activities and the generosity of a number of volunteers that helped the project by organi:
Bushland ing and promoting their local activity, helping with the specimens at the WA Herbarium, volunteer
. eaders at each fungi activity and the enor
Fungl website.

At 68 events held during the 18 months of Phase 1, more than 2000 people attended, many actively contributing towaals the env
mental outcomes. Participants included not only naturalists, but members of the general public who had never befosechttended
an activity in their local bushland, university students and lecturers and a number of officers working in bushland maarrdjemen
employed by local councils or other government departments. A Photographic competition organized during the 200®fungi sea:
attracted a number of people with over 100 entries (see page 5).

The increasing interest in fungi is also evident Iptgmbérhe i
2005 after only 3 months in operation, over 3,500 hits were recorded.

Large media coverage of the PUBF project activities by newspapers and newsletters of several organisations refleat thieegenuin
est in fungi. ABC radio 6WF invited the projectos Muyacted o0g
more callers than could be answered on the show.

Environmental achievements

During Phase 1 almost 2000 fungi were recorded. Of those, over 300 specimens were processed and lodged at WA Herbarium,
cluding some new records for Western Australia (e.g. the decomposer Mygeisa nargajjand some new species to science (e.g.
Inocybe violaceocaulisyhich is a beneficial partner of eucalypts). Other significant species intllzhgia furfuraceahat is abun-

dant in urban bushland but was not identified previouslyRinkienella fibulg which is a micrehabitat fungus restricted to moss

beds.

One of the major outcomes of this project is the inclusion of fungi in a management plan of bushland in addition toticonsfdera
flora and fauna and also that the management strategies consider fungi at all levels. This management plan, DrafviBoddy@ark
ment Plan 2002010, is the first to do so and was recently released for public comment.

The first ever inventories of fungi have been prepared for 14 bushland reserves
each representing a different vegetation community on the Swan Coastal Plain.
Data for another 10 reserves will be processed. This is a major contribution
towards our knowledge of fungi in the Perth Region. The reports provide geo
referenced photographs of all fungi collected in the reserve and aerial photos o
the collection sites.

Owen

Information on fungi diversity for selected Bush Forever Sites was also in-
scluded in the Department of Environ

2 Significant increase in the number of fungi specimens and detailed data at the
£ WA Herbarium, more than doubling the State collection to over 20,000 perma-

o —Ads e ii nent voucher specimensas been achieved as a result of field work during this
Dr N Bougher, the PUBF Mycologist, presentedDrJ pr oj ect and al so with the addition

Edwards, Minister for the Environment; Science, with abarium, a transfer that was triggered by this project.

co of PUBF Fungi Field Book as one of the rojectos
signi?ic)e/mt outcomes g Other significant achievements P :

1 PUBF publications including theUBF Field Book,an innovative self
managed field book, arfelUBF Fungi Kits, 6 articles published in scien-
tific journals and books, 4 scientific conference papers, 4 scientHinen
publications, 4 scientific reports, 3 science manuals and 3 educational post-
ers

1 The PUBF website www.fungiperth.org.au is being visited regularly by a
large number of people.

9 The project is being used as a model for bushlands in other regions of WA
and Australia.

1 A number of new partnerships formed. A very important one is the support
and provision of infrastructure by WA Herbarium for the project. The Uni-

Dr J Edwards, Minister for the Environment: Science versity of Western Australia as well as the Botanic Gardens and Parks Au-

presented John Weaver with a Certificate of Apprecia-  thority contributed to the success of the project by contracting the services

tion for his enormous contribution to the PUBF project of the projectds Mycologist and th

at the launch of the PUBF website on 3 July 2005. ject team worked closely with the Perth Biodiversity Project team.
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THE 2005 WEST AUSTRALIAN FUNGI PHOTO-
GRAPHIC COMPETITION AND EXHIBITION

Over 100 fungi photographs were entered into the inaugural
Fungi Photographic Competition announced at the start of the
2005 fungi season. Entries were displayed at the Henderson
Environmental Centre at the Star Swamp Nature Reserve (Groat
Street, North Beach) on 27th and 28th August 2005. Awards
were announced and presented at 4.30 pm on the Sunday.

There were five categories in the competition:

1 Fungi in their natural habitat

Out of 54 entries in this category, the photé\tHurinasp. by

Kirsten Tullis was the winner.

2 Nature's Fungal Art

Twenty six photos were entered in this category, the winner be-

ing Peter Foss with his photograph 6Chromiumé (Rooting Sh

Fungus).

3 Fungal relationg(i.e. interactions with fauna/flora/fungi)

Out of 18 entries in this category the winner was Joe Froudist

with his photo O6Mycological

4 Fungi Theme/Storgset of 3 prints on one mount having a
theme or telling a story)

Winning photo was entered by Jolanda Keeble.

5 Open Youtl{under 17 years of age)

There were no entries received in this category.

Aleurinasp by Kirsten Tullis

The judges remarked at the presentation ceremony that all 4
tries were of a high standard showing initiative and imaginatio
in both the choice of subject and the presentation of each pho
graph. The technical aspects of the photography also drew
vourable comment. Often the best features of a fungus were p
ticularly difficult to highlight while still maintaining 'balance’ in
the image. The overall high standard of the entries made judgi
difficult, however a ‘winning' photograph was selected in each ¢
the four categories with several photographs ‘highly co
mended'. They can be viewed on the PUBF website

www.fungiperth.org.au. Chromium (Rooting Shank Funfus) by Peter Foss

The photographic exhibition and award ceremony was hosted by
the 'Friends of Star Swamp" as part of their 20th anniversary
celebration. Mary Gray, President of the Urban Bushland Coun-
cil, presented the winners with a certificate and a beautiful fun-
gal print from the collection of the noted botanical artist, Katrina
Syme. The competition and award ceremony was followed by a
barbecue as part of the Anniversary Celebrations for the
"Friends" group.

The success of PUBF Phase 1 is due to enormous support from
a small army of volunteers. All the dedicated leaders, tireless
enthusiasts that helped out regularly at the Herbarium and the
projectdos webmaster John Weaver. And |l etds not forget th
most of the project management has been conducted
by volunteers.

Their efforts are gratefully acknowledged. . .
Mycological Motel byJoe Froudist

IS THERE GOING TO BE PUBF PHASE 2 ?

YES! The project management team is pleased to announce that Lotterywest is supporting the project further by proviging com
nity-support funding for Phase 2. So, fungi enthusiasts can look forward to some more action in 2006.

In addition, the Urban Bushland Council has been informed that CALM is developing a new Mycologist position.
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