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Efforts to save Wilkins Rd re-
serve need to be seen as part of 
the decades-long, hard-fought 
battle to protect and secure the 
exceptional conservation values 
of the Darling Range area as part 
of the natural heritage for the 
people of Perth.   
 

The saving of Wilkins Rd Re-
serve in Kalamunda last month, 
serves not only as a testimony to 
the dogged determination and 
persistence of members of our 
local communities spanning more 
than 30 years, but also to the up-
holding of the State Labor gov-
ernment's commitment to estab-
lish the Park from the start as a 
matter of urgency. 
 

The Conservation Council WA/
community led Darling Range 
Forum first got the Park concept 
ñoff the shelfò in the  late 1980s-
early 1990s, opening dialogue 
and presenting a formal proposal 
for a Darling Range Regional 
Park.  Labor's Fred McKenzie 
gave the initial impetus at a gov-
ernment level back in the early 
1990s.  Liberal support seemed 
strong, but to our dismay,  fal-
tered recently over the Shire of 
Kalamunda proposal to develop 
about 11ha Wilkins Rd reserve as 
a residential Aged Care facility ï 
seen by many as a  dangerous 
'trojan horse' proposal.   
 

Much appreciation goes to cur-
rent Planning Minister Rita 
Saffioti and new Kalamunda MP 
Matthew Hughes for choosing to 
act in the region's best interests 
by keeping Wilkins Rd reserve 
and the regional park concept 
intact.  

The dedicated work of the Dar-
ling Range Regional Park Com-
munity Advisory Committee to 
ensure the preservation, smooth 
transition, and best interests of 
the Park in every detail has not 
been in vain.  The Nature Re-
serves Preservation Group es-
tablished in 1996, led by Tony 
Fowler, has been a force ex-
traordinaire.  From all our Save 
Wilkins Reserve supporters, led 
by Tim Colegate, well-reasoned 
arguments, insistence on adher-
ence to the facts, many letters, 
submissions, visits to MPs,  a 
DVD and plenty of local news-
paper exposure, have main-
tained a high standard of oppo-
sition to inappropriate attempts 
to undermine the concept of the 
Park.  Support was also given 
by Mundaring's Jane Brook 
Catchment Group, representing 
concerns of volunteer landcare 
groups.  
 

Our greatest concern was that 
rezoning this one reserve 
would set a dangerous prece-
dent and jeopardize the future 
security of the 30 other re-
serves, the regional park con-
cept, and the transitional pro-
cess.    
 

Lot 59 Wilkins Rd reserve is 
currently gazetted as Darling 
Range Regional Park, it should 
remain so, and be handed over 
as quickly as possible to DBCA 
for management.    
 

Corridors in Kalamunda are 
already predominantly rem-
nant. Wilkins Rd reserve is part 
of a vital north-south wildlife 
corridor linking Gooseberry 

Hill National Park to Korung 
National Park.  Loss of  Wil-
kins Rd reserve would have 
disturbed the health and func-
tion of this vital linkage, and 
further fragment Darling 
Range Regional Park.  The 
connectivity cannot be repli-
cated, once lost.   
 

Change from 'Parks and Rec-
reation' reservation to 'Urban' 
zoning is substantial, and be-
cause it is part of the larger 
body - Australia's largest re-
gional park, and part of a 
unique and outstanding WA 
planning achievement -  this 
would undoubtedly have sig-
nalled a further unaccepta-
ble  precedent.  The rezoning 
proposal was seen as highly 
irresponsible.  
 

The Shire of Kalamunda 
wanted to give away Wilkins 
reserve for urban develop-
ment.  Such a giveaway 
would  set still another dan-
gerous precedent. The Darling 
Range Regional Park land 
would be seen by developers 
as 'cheap land' for urban de-
velopment. In real terms, the 
cost to the environment and 
people of Perth would be-
come enormous. 

For more go to page 3 

WILKINS ROAD BUSHLAND IN KALAMUNDA                   
SAFE FOR NOW -  THE STORY OF PERSEVERANCE 

By Meg Wilson 

In October, the Governor pursuant to Section 55(2) of the Planning and Development Act 
2005 revoked her approval of Metropolitan Region Scheme amendment 1271/41-Lot 59 
Wilkins Road, Kalamunda, concluding the amendment process. The amendment sought to 
transfer 10.73 ha of bushland from Parks and Recreation reservation to the Urban zone.  



Page 2 THE URBAN BUSH TELEGRAPH  

N E W S L E T T E R     I T E M S 

Compiled by: Renata Zelinova 

PLEASE SEND CONTRIBUTIONS TO: ubc@bushlandperth.org.au 

Copy deadline -  10 February 2018 

Editorial  
The Minister for Environment; Disability Services, Hon 
Stephen Dawson, has approved two proposals by the 
Water Corporation for construction of pipelines through 
Bush Forever Areas.  In both cases there are alternative 
locations for the respective pipelines which would avoid 
these incursions with their highly significant and unac-
ceptable environmental impacts.   
 
As explained in our last edition of the Urban Bush Tele-
graph, and in both cases the Water Corporation had ig-
nored the UBCôs advice given by scientific experts espe-
cially concerning soil disturbance and hydrological im-
pacts.  At the next step the EPA in its recommendations 
also ignored our submissions based on sound science. 
Our recommended alternative locations were ignored in 
both cases.  In the third step for each proposal, the Ap-
peals Convenor ignored our comprehensive advice given 
at the Appeal hearing by expert scientists. Then in the 
last step of the EIA process, the Minister dismissed our 
appeals and accepted the EPAôs advice.  He allowed 
óother factorsô of cost and social concerns (i.e. inconven-
ience of pipeline construction works along road reserves) 
during construction to outweigh and justify very signifi-
cant unacceptable impacts on Bush Forever sites.  This is 
contrary to the precautionary principle and the principle 
of prevention and to government policy in SPP 2.8 for 
Bush Forever.  The Water Corporation was blatantly giv-
en its preference for what it called the ócheapestô option.  
However their costing did not put a cost on the environ-
mental harm to the Bush Forever sites: namely degrada-
tion from edge effects on Banksia woodlands, likely 
acidification of Lake Joondalup, hydrological disturb-
ance and degradation of groundwater dependent ecosys-
tems in Anstey-Keane Damplands.  
 
It is disturbing that provisions of the Environmental Pro-
tection Act 1986 do not provide for scientific rigor and 
facts to consistently drive the environmental impact as-
sessment process and especially the appeals process.  
There are many other cases, past and present, where the 
assessment and appeals processes have failed dismally to 
provide the best options for environmental protection.  
Just some examples are: Roe 8 through Beeliar wetlands, 
Pt Peron and Mangles Bay, Underwood Avenue Bush-
land, Garden Street extension in Southern River/
Huntingdale, and Ocean Reef Bush Forever 325.    
 
In another current case, the extraordinary story of failure 
to protect Bush Forever site 309, Farrall Road starting 
with its highly questionable sale by the government to a 
developer is given on page 4.  The proposal for its subdi-
vision has now been referred to the EPA and its level of 
assessment is yet to be determined.  Will the EPA ignore 
the expert scientific advice of the Blackadder Wood-
bridge Catchment Group and the UBC for a formal as-
sessment as PER? 
 
These failures are reason for WA to introduce provision 
for a new rigorous appeals process in a new Environment 
Court for WA.  You are invited to come along to the  
UBCôs AGM on 6th March 2018 to hear our special 
guest Emeritus Professor John Bailey to speak on an En-
vironment Court for WA.  

UBC Website Upgrade now happening  

It seems so long ago that we were planning the cutover of 
a new UBC website ï yes it was 6 years ago. In those six 
years,  our website -http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/-
has grown considerably to be a comprehensive online 
presence that showcases the wonders of Perth as a biodi-
versity hotspot. 
 

The website has served us well over that time, but tech-
nology has moved on and we have secured Lotterywest 
funding for a complete revamp so that our website can be 
handled by smart phones and tablets.   
 

We will be upgrading the current website using Word-
press. It is the worldôs most used CMS platform. It is ex-
tremely extendable and user friendly. Not-for-Profits 
benefit due to its open source license and its popularity 
(finding developers to work on Wordpress sites is very 
easy). There is a large directory of free and paid plugins 
that make extending a Wordpress site very easy. 
 

Nik from Web Complete has been awarded the contract 
to design and develop the website. Nik was part of the 
team that built our existing website and has helped with 
support since original cutover. 
 

We will be maintaining a resource-intensive website in-
cluding most of the existing features. In addition there 
will be some new features including a membership mod-
ule that will use a subscription plugin that connects to 
PayPal and Credit Cards to allow automation of our 
membership billing. 
 

There will be a óshopping cartô so that we have the ability 
to take one-off payments for items like publications. In 
addition, the website will integrate tightly with the 
eNews (via Mailchimp), Facebook, Twitter and also  a 
blog about urban bushland issues and happenings. 
 

Finally there will be new weeds search functionality 
with: 
¶ a weeds database with a photo gallery 
¶ text about the whys and whatôs of environmental 

weeds.  
 

Cutover to the new site is planned late December or early 
in 2018. If you have any queries please contact Christine 
Richardson, UBCôs Committee Member on               
christine.richardson@iinet.net.au   

Seasonõs Greetings 
and best wishes to 
all in 2018 
 

http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/
mailto:christine.richardson@iinet.net.au
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The battle to save 10.73 ha of bushland in Kalamunda 
has its origin 1990, when the Darling Range Regional 
Park proposal was first announced. A draft document, 
released in 1993, attracted 120 submissions in support of 
the proposal, from Nature Reserves Preservation Group 
(NRPG), Department of Conservation and land Manage-
ment (CALM), Conservation Council of WA (CCWA), 
Urban Bushland Council (UBC), The Wildflower Society 
of WA, Kalamunda Shire Council and many individuals. 
In October 1995, the Minister for Planning released the 
final Park proposal.  
 

MRS amendment 978/33 óDarling Range Regional Park 
Amendmentô (1996) was advertised for public comment, 
proposing, in part, óéthe reservation of an additional 
15,000 hectares of State or Local Government owned or 
vested land for inclusion into the Regional Parkô. Those 
involved were: óShires of Swan, Mundaring, Kalamunda 
and Serpentine-Jarrahdale and Cities of Armadale and 
Gosnells.ô Kalamunda proposals, including the K13 pro-
posal, were endorsed by the Shire Planning Committee, 
the Community Environmental Advisory Committee 
(CEAC) and Council in July 1996. The Darling Range 
Regional Park was proclaimed in the Government Ga-
zette of 22 November 1996, which declared amendment 
978/33 took effect ñon and from 14 November 1996.ò 
 

The Darling Range Regional Park Community Advisory 
Committee and its ongoing battle to create a management 
plan for the park, was outlined in a 2016 Bush Telegraph 
article on the fate of the Darling Range Regional Park. 
Reserve 30314, Lot 59 Wilkins Road was not placed un-
der CALM management, nor was it included in Regional 
Park maps. Since that discovery, by an NRPG Advisory 
Committee member, we have been battling to correct this 
situation.  

In 2011 NRPG and local residents, acting independently, 
identified a threat to the reserve; a concept plan for a 
Lifestyle Village on the site. The environmental assess-
ment in 2011 that ñ> than 90% of vegetation is in excel-
lent to very good conditionéò highlighted the im-
portance of retaining the environmental and biodiversity 
values of the site and its vital function as a green linkage 
between areas of natural bushland.  
 

In December 2012, Kalamunda Council requested 
WAPC initiate an amendment to the MRS, rezoning Lot 
59, Wilkins Road from P&R reserve to urban zone, seek-
ing support for the development from the Minister for 
Planning (also the local Member for Kalamunda). 
In May 2013, NRPG requested, unsuccessfully, that 
Council cease to regard Wilkins Road as ñlow-hanging 
fruitò and withdraw its request for the rezoning of Lot 
59. 
 

In 2014, public comment was invited on MRS amend-
ment 1271/41. Of the 75 submissions, 46 were objec-
tions, 15 were in support and 14 were general comments 
on the amendment. The opportunity to present a case to a 
WAPC panel hearing was accepted by NRPG, Save Wil-
kins Road Friends Group and many others. Later NRPG 
and the Wilkins Road group made a final presentation to 
the full WAPC. 
Grounds for objection included: 
 

The unacceptable loss of more than ten hectares of valua-
ble bushland, acknowledged by the Environmental 
Protection Authority as a linkage between other local 
natural areas and, intended for inclusion in a Darling 
Range Regional Park. 

The folly of locating a vulnerable land use (aged care 
accommodation) under State Planning Policy SPP 

Proposed land use change from Parks and Recreation reservation to Urban zoning for Wilkins Road reserve, Kalamunda was 
revoked by the Governor in October 2017. Map: Metropolitan Region Scheme over an aerial photography, Plan WA 2017. 

Saving Wilkins Road Bushland  
By Tony Fowler 

Mundy Regional Park Lot 59 Wilkins Road 
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3.7 Planning for Bushfire Risk Management, on a 
ridge line in a declared Extreme Bushfire-Prone area. 

The fact that the proposed true óaged careô facilities were, 
in effect, a Lifestyle Village. 

The initial failure to declare this a ñcontrolled actionò 
later corrected by Department of Environment. 

The Bushfire Management Plan choice of inappropriate 
wind vectors, giving a misleading view of the poten-
tial bushfire risk to the site. 

The conflict with the Shireôs District Conservation Strat-
egy (1995), Wildlife Corridor Strategy (1998), Local 
Biodiversity Strategy (2008), Local Planning Strate-
gy (2010) and Local Housing Strategy (2013). 

The failure to acknowledge the shortcomings of surveys, 
carried out on behalf of the Shire. Carried out by rep-
utable consultants, all such surveys carry a caveat , 
e.g. ñéno recent evidence of foraging by Carnabyôs 
Cockatoos or Baudinôs Cockatoos was identified 
within the proposed area however, the survey timing 
may have been too early to detect foraging by these 
species which are known to migrate from breeding 
areas to the Swan Coastal Plain and Darling Scarp 
between February and May (Bamford 2014). Histori-
cal records kept by Bamford Consulting indicate that 
these two species forage within the proposal area.ò 

 

Long-term observations and photographic evidence from 
nearby residents supported the Bamford records. In this 
instance that evidence was ignored by the Shire.  
 

These grounds are but a sample of the many, outlined in 
detail, in submissions to relevant Government Ministers, 
Opposition counterparts and Federal and State Depart-
ments over a period of years. 
 

Opposition to the amendment was hindered by the deter-
mination of Shire of Kalamunda staff and Councillors to 
prosecute this with such vigour. Puzzling, given that this 
was in direct opposition to their 1996 enthusiasm for pre-
serving this reserve as a part of the Darling Range Re-
gional Park. Equally puzzling was the support given to 
the amendment efforts by the local member, when Plan-
ning Minister. As the inaugural chair of what became the 
Darling Range Regional Park Community Advisory 
Committee, he had been a supporter of local environmen-
tal initiatives.  Significant State Government pressure 

Threat to Farrall Road TEC and Bush Forever Area 309  
By Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 

must have been brought to bear when, under the North 
East Sub-regional Planning Framework of the Depart-
ment of Planning ñPerth and Peel at 3.5 millionò, re-
serve R30314 is seen in splendid isolation and is clearly 
identified as óUrban Land Short-term staging (2015-
2021)ô (Plan 9). Unfortunately, reserve R30314, Lot 59 
Wilkins Road had clearly become a political issue.  
On 9 October 2017, Her Excellency the Governor, on the 
recommendation of Minister Saffioti, revoked her ap-
proval of MRS amendment 1271/41. Reserve 30314 
therefore remains Parks and Recreation reserve. 
 
This campaign again demonstrates the value of our envi-
ronmental networks. NRPG, as the local environmental 
umbrella group, was in constant communication with res-
idents (from Kalamunda and surrounding areas), the Wil-
kins Road group and, larger bodies such as Conservation 
Council of WA and Urban Bushland Council. Advice 
was sought from the Environmental Defenderôs Office 
WA, WAPC and Department of Environment. Disturbing 
in this case, was the discovery that, since no bilateral 
agreement existed between the State and Federal govern-
ments, WA was able to finalize the whole amendment 
process before any decision had been reached by the De-
partment of Environment, under the EPBC Act.    
Whilst the hard work of these groups and individuals, 
contributed to the success of this campaign, once the 
amendment had been approved by the previous Minister, 
the final step could be taken only by Her Excellency the 
Governor. Without the change of government, Planning 
Minister and Member for Kalamunda, we would all have 
become involved in organizing a motion of disallowance 
in the Parliament.   
 
Whilst the reserve and its biodiversity values are intact 
for now, we admit that its Parks &Recreation reserve sta-
tus offers absolutely no protection from any future MRS 
amendment proposal. It joins other P&R reserves and 
many Bush Forever sites, in the precarious position of 
having no effective legal protection. The task now is to 
have reserve R30314 classified a Class A reserve, by vir-
tue of its high conservation and community value, having 
it incorporated in the Conservation Estate and vested in 
the Conservation Commission. NRPG is now pursuing 
that objective. 

In 2014, the State Government sold 62 hectares of 
palusplain wetland and adjacent Banksia woodland at 
Farrall Road in Midvale to Peet & Co for $18 million 
(The Australian, 11 July 2014). 
 

The deal included Lot 102, part of which is the Farrall 
Road Bush Forever Area (BF309), a Melaleuca preiss-
iana wetland with vegetation in very good condition and 
representative of the Guildford Complex of the eastern 
Swan Coastal Plain. The Guildford Vegetation Complex 
is considered a critical asset by the EPA as only 5% of 
the former extent of this vegetation remains in the Perth 
to Peel Region and only 0.5% of the former extent is in 
secure protection (EPA, 2015). 
 

The only other Government sale of a Bush Forever Area 

(that we know of) was part of Bushmead Bush Forever 
Area 213 at Hazelmere by the Federal Government. 
 

Our understanding of the original intention of Bush For-
ever was that the State would purchase privately owned 
Bush Forever Areas to ensure they would be properly 
managed into the future. The idea that the State would 
privatise Bush Forever Areas seems contrary to the origi-
nal intention. 
 

At the time that Lot 102 was sold it was not known that it 
contained Floristic Community Type 20c, a Critically 
Endangered Threatened Ecological Community (TEC). 
Lot 102 was zoned ñurbanò prior to 1996 when there 
were no provisions in the EP Act for the Environmental 
Protection Authority (EPA) to review scheme amend-
ments. 
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In 2014 Peet Stratton commissioned Emerge Associates 
to complete an Environmental Assessment Management 
Strategy and a Draft Local Structure Plan for Lot 102 
Farrall Road. The Emerge Associates report (2015) con-
cluded that there were no TECs present at Lot 102. 
 

In 2015, the Blackadder Woodbridge Catchment Group 
(BWCG) sent a public submission to the City of Swan 
opposing the Local Structure Plan because we thought 
the proponentôs flora survey was inadequate. Emerge 
claimed that they had carried out a ñdetailedò (Level 2) 
assessment (as defined by EPA, 2004). However the 
BWCG considered that the Emerge survey did not meet 
the EPA criteria for a Level 2 survey due to insufficient 
sampling of vegetation (only two quadrats surveyed) and 
only one visit to the site instead of the two season survey 
required by EPA (2004). 
 

Emerge then fed the scanty data they had obtained from 
their two survey quadrats into a statistical software pack-
age used for Floristic Community Type (FCT) analysis 
and concluded that the vegetation in Lot 102 was most 
likely to be FCT 21c, (a Banksia woodland type not, at 
the time, considered to be a TEC). 
 

Statistical analysis of quadrat data is essential for deter-
mining whether any given patch of bushland meets the 
definitions specified by the Australian Government for 
any TECs listed under the Commonwealth EPBC Act. 
The quadrat data is compared with the Swan Coastal 
Plain dataset known as Gibson et al (1994). The problem 
with statistical analysis is that when the data fed into the 
software is flawed, the result of the analysis is also not 
scientifically valid. 
 

On 20 January 2016 BWCG presented a deputation to the 
City of Swan on the basis that the original flora survey 
was inadequate and Lot 102 likely contained a TEC. The 
council approved the Local Structure Plan on the condi-
tion that if a TEC was present on Lot 102 then this 
should be set aside as public open space. This was rec-
orded in the local paper (Midland Reporter 26 January 
2016). 
 

In June 2016 BWCG commissioned Tauss & Associates 
to perform a flora survey and Floristic Community Type 
analysis of Lot 102. This survey sampled 12 quadrats at 
Lot 102 and when the data was analysed using the same 
statistical methodology used by Emerge the result was 
that 9 of the quadrats represented FCT 20c, which is a 
Critically Endangered TEC. 
 

It is interesting to compare the quadrat data from the 
Emerge survey in October 2014 with the June  2016 
Tauss & Associates survey. Many species that character-
ise FCT 20c are ephemeral, such as orchids and tiny an-
nual herbs, they appear and disappear very quickly. Some 
species resemble other species when not in flower and 
require a high level of expertise to identify. This high-
lights the importance of a proper ñLevel 2ò survey and 
for the community to conduct an independent review 
when they know their local bushlands well and the pro-
ponentôs results seem dubious. 
 

In September 2017 the proponent finally referred their 
application to the State EPA to destroy 0.2ha of Critically 
Endangered TEC. 
 

The Tauss & Associates report was referred to many 

times in the proponentôs referral documents. The EPA 
Referral Documents included a report by Emerge & As-
sociates dated September 2017 which agreed with Tauss 
& Associates (2016) that Lot 102 did contain areas of 
FCT 20c. Page 7 of the Emerge (2017) report also men-
tioned that there has been a recent update to the Com-
monwealthôs conservation advice for FCT 20c. 
 

In July 2017 the Commonwealth published the Ap-
proved Conservation Advice (CCA) for FCT 20c 
(ñShrublands and Woodlands of the Eastern Swan 
Coastal Plainò). According to page 2 of this document 
there is no ñcondition thresholdò for this FCT. This 
means that even degraded occurrences of this FCT can 
be considered as important as long as there remains 
enough floristic and structural integrity in the vegetation 
for the floristic community to be identified. The advice 
also includes ñremnant vegetation that surrounds or 
links several occurrencesò as ñcritical habitatò for the 
TEC. 
 

The proponentôs EPA referral is based on the  condition 
thresholds  specified  in the Conservation Advice  for the  
Banksia Woodlands of the SCP TEC (2016)  and NOT 
the Conservation Advice (2017) for the Shrublands and 
Woodlands of the Eastern Swan Coastal Plain TEC 
(FCT 20c).  This is despite the Conservation Advice for 
the Banksia Woodlands of the SCP TEC (2016) explicit-
ly stating that it is not to be used for FCT 20c.   
BWCG has submitted that the proponentôs EPA referral 
is based on an assumed condition threshold that was su-
perseded by the Commonwealthôs Approved Conserva-
tion Advice published in July 2017. 
 

The proponentôs assumption that it was proposing to 
clear 0.2ha of TEC is outdated and it now looks like the 
proposed activity will destroy closer to 1.5 ha of TEC. 
The proposal is to construct a road through TEC vegeta-
tion and to level and thus destroy a sand dune, with the 
sand to be used to fill the excavated wetland on the west 
side of Farrall Road. BWCG is concerned that removal 
of the dune will have hydrological impacts detrimental 
to the adjacent Bush Forever Area and the 0.3ha of TEC 
that is proposed for retention. 
 

It is also concerning that the road layout in the 2015 Lo-
cal Structure Plan has not changed since the discovery of 
the TEC.  Our understanding of the EPA referral process 
is that proponents should first consider modifying their 
plans to avoid impact before proposing offsets and in 
this case the referral documents jump straight to offsets 
without looking at the possibility of avoiding the de-
struction of 1.5ha of TEC. 
 

Despite BWCG being the local environmental group in 
the area of the development and having access to local 
volunteers and expertise, we were not consulted prior to 
the Local Structure Plan or before the current EPA Re-
ferral. 

Photo by P Cloran 
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Group  News   Group  News   Group  News  
Local Politician Delivers on the Election Promise 
to Support the Management of Brixton Street 
Wetlands 
The Brixton Street Nature Reserve is located in the sub-
urb of Kenwick, about 14km south-east of the Perth 
CBD. The reserve covers an area of 19 hectares and is 
part of a much larger Greater Brixton Street Wetlands.  
The reserve is home to over 300 species of vascular flora, 
making it one of the most biodiverse urban protected are-
as in the Perth region. 
 
The Friends of Brixton Street Wetlands is one of the 
longest-running environmental volunteering group in the 
region that has been managing the nature reserve for 
nearly three decades. The Friends Group has a pool of 
about two dozen dedicated environmental volunteers who 
help out with various management initiatives. On aver-
age, 10 to 12 volunteers regularly turn up on activity-
mornings to collect rubbish, organise garage sales, and 
monitor seasonal changes amongst many others. 

Mr James Price MLA presenting Friends of Brixton St with 
$10,000  towards  management of Brixton Street wetlands. 

WA Labor had promised $10,000 to support the manage-
ment of Brixton Street Nature Reserve as a part of its 
2017 election campaign, and it delivered! Mr. Stephen 
James Price (MLA - Member for Forrestfield) visited the 
reserve on the 19th of August and handed the check to the 
Friends Group. Mr. Price said: ñVolunteer groups like the 
Friends of Brixton Street Wetlands are at the heart of our 
community and central to the protection of our natural 
wildlife and bushlandsò.  
 

Mrs. Regina Drummond (Convenor - Friends of Brixton 
Street Wetlands) thanked MLA Price for his continuous 
commitment towards local environmental stewardship 
and indicated that the funds will be utilized to combat 
soil erosion and improve fencing of the reserve.  

Dr. Subas Dhakal  

Friends of Inglewood Triangle  

It has been a very busy year for the Friends at the Ingle-
wood Triangle and soon we will be thinking about our 
plans for 2018.  
 

Over summer we hand watered some 1000+ seedlings 
that we had planted with the Perth College kindy girls the 

Photo by S. Dhakal 

previous winter. Thanks to the City of Stirling that pro-
vides an on-site 1000 litre water tank so that we were no 
longer carting water from home! The convenience of 
having the tank on site reduced the watering time and we 
could more efficiently water both the 2016 and 2015 
seedlings. We have estimated that the hand watering with 
the on-site tank has raised our success rate for seedling 
survival compared with previous years. We now have a 
good coverage of seedlings across most of the Triangle. 
No planting has been done in the dieback area. Currently 
the City is undertaking a trial in this section to manage 
Black Flag.  
 
Over the past three terms the Perth College kindy girls 
and their teacher Mrs Bushby have visited the Triangle 
on five days. They are learning about the importance of 
the bushland and the biodiversity of the Triangle.  
 
Late last year the City undertook a number of surveys of 
the fauna at the Triangle and we discovered we had 
óscorpion cityô right here at the Triangle. Apparently, the 
night surveys found lots of scorpions as well as 2 species 
of bats. With the assistance of the City, bat boxes have 
been installed and we eagerly await the first signs of bat 
activity. The Perth College girls are monitoring the bat 
boxes for any signs of bees and reporting to the Friends 
Group who will arrange for their removal. 
 
In May, one of our Friends lead a walk in our bushland 
for Janeôs Walk, an international organisation doing citi-
zen-led walking tours with a view towards community-
based city building. Participants were surprised how 
unique the Inglewood Triangle is and we have been 
lucky to recruit a number to our weeding volunteers. 
As always, we have had a dedicated band of weeding 
volunteers on Sunday mornings who have removed a 
mountain of weeds over the year.  
 
And we welcome back our botanist Graham who has 
spent the last couple of years in the jungles of Panama. 
His knowledge of the plants is amazing and without him 
we couldnôt identify many of those difficult sedges in 
particular. 
 
Finally, we must thank Jane who has given us a real so-
cial presence on Facebook and helped the kindy girls 
design a banner for the Friends. 

Christine Allbeury  

 
Friends of Mosman Park Bushland 

River to Sea for You and Me! 

The only Indian Ocean to Swan River Green Corridor 
under further threat! This green link is primarily  in 
Mosman Park but as it meets the coast it depends heavily 
on bush in Cottesloe. It is already weakened by Stirling 
Highway and the Perth to Fremantle rail line. 
 
Under the State Governments ñLand Asset Sale Pro-
gramò an 8000sqms of Coastal Foreshore Reserve was 
deemed ñunderutilisedò! We know that a green corridorôs 
bushland has an important role and works 24/7. 
In 2016,  Town of Cottesloe and Town of Mosman Park 


