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UBC MEMBER SUBMISSION GUIDE: WESTERN SWAMP TORTOISE EPP AND RECOVERY PLAN
There are two separate but interlinked consultation processes open:
1. Draft Environmental Protection (Western Swamp Tortoise Habitat) Policy 2026
Due: 10 August 2026; Lodge at: https://consultation.epa.wa.gov.au/policy-and-guideline-development-and-review/draft-western-swamp-tortoise-epp/
2. Draft Western Swamp Tortoise Recovery Plan
Due: 1 October 2026; Lodge at: https://www.dbca.wa.gov.au/get-involved/have-your-say/western-swamp-tortoise-recovery-plan  
You can copy and paste from this guide, but please add your own words where possible.
WHY THIS MATTERS
The Western Swamp Tortoise is one of Australia’s most endangered species. Its survival depends on much more than the two nature reserves where it is best known. It needs seasonal wetlands, groundwater, clean water, suitable wetland hydroperiods, native vegetation, movement pathways, nesting and aestivation areas, and drought refuges.
Two related consultation processes are now underway:
The draft WST EPP is the statutory habitat protection tool. It should control land-use, planning, drainage, roads, infrastructure and water-management decisions that could harm Western Swamp Tortoise habitat.
The draft Recovery Plan sets out the actions needed to stop decline and support recovery. It should include funded, measurable actions for habitat protection, land acquisition, hydrology, monitoring, predator control, fire management, captive breeding and translocations.
These two documents must work together. The EPP should provide strong legal protection for habitat and hydrology, while the Recovery Plan should identify and fund the actions needed to recover the species.
PERSONALISE YOUR SUBMISSION
Please include something about who you are and why these matter to you. For example:
I am / we are active community conservation volunteers caring for local bushland at [name your bushland, wetland or reserve].
I understand the importance of ecological linkages between patches of neighbourhood nature, wetlands, waterways and conservation reserves.
I am concerned about the continuing loss of urban bushland, wetlands, native vegetation and habitat for fauna, including reptiles, insects, birds and mammals.
I am particularly concerned that changes to groundwater, drainage, wetland hydroperiods, filling, clearing and urban development can cause long-term environmental harm beyond the development footprint.
For a Critically Endangered species like the Western Swamp Tortoise, we cannot afford further loss or weakening of habitat.
LINK BOTH SUBMISSIONS
You may wish to include this paragraph in both submissions: The draft EPP and the draft Recovery Plan must work together. The EPP should provide the statutory protection needed to stop planning, drainage, water management, road and development decisions from damaging habitat. The Recovery Plan should identify, fund and publicly report the actions needed to recover the species. Both documents should clearly protect habitat, hydrology, drought refuges, movement pathways and surrounding land-use conditions, including areas outside the current EPP boundary where they are important for Western Swamp Tortoise survival.
SUBMISSION POINTS FOR THE DRAFT WST EPP
Suggested opening
I support strengthening the Western Swamp Tortoise EPP. The draft 2026 EPP is an important improvement because it gives greater recognition to habitat, hydrology, water quality and the ecological needs of the Western Swamp Tortoise.
However, the EPP should be strengthened further so that public authorities must protect Western Swamp Tortoise habitat and demonstrate consistency with the Recovery Plan before approving planning, drainage, water management, roads, infrastructure or development that could affect the species.
Key asks
1. Strengthen public authority duties
Public authorities should be required to demonstrate that decisions are consistent with both the EPP and the Recovery Plan. Planning schemes, structure plans, subdivisions, drainage systems, roads, infrastructure works and land-use changes should not be approved if they possibly could degrade Western Swamp Tortoise habitat or frustrate recovery actions.
2. Map and protect all important habitat
The EPP or its guideline should map known habitat, potential habitat, drought refuges, movement corridors, hydrological support areas and habitat outside the EPP boundary that is relied upon for Western Swamp Tortoise survival.
3. Protect drought refuges, including Lots 29–32 Maralla Road
The wetland associated with the northern portions of Lots 29–32 Maralla Road has been identified as ancillary habitat and a potential drought refuge for the Western Swamp Tortoise. This land should be legally secured and protected.
If the EPP boundary is not expanded to include this land, the EPP should require binding planning safeguards, EPA/DBCA oversight, public reporting and proof that the habitat function is protected before urban development proceeds.
4. Protect hydrology and water quality
Hydrology is central to Western Swamp Tortoise survival. The EPP should protect groundwater, surface water, wetlands, wetland hydroperiods, flow paths, water quality, aquatic fauna and seasonal wetland vegetation. Earthworks, fill, drains, subsoil drainage, road runoff, fertilisers, pesticides, nutrients and pollutants should be strictly controlled where they may affect habitat.
5. Require public reporting
The EPP should require public reporting on habitat condition, wetland hydroperiods, groundwater trends, water quality, drought refuge condition, Recovery Plan implementation and decisions by public authorities that may affect the EPP area.
Suggested conclusion
I support the strengthened direction of the draft WST EPP, but it must be made more enforceable and accountable. The EPP should protect not only the two nature reserves, but the habitat, hydrology, drought refuges, movement pathways and surrounding land-use conditions needed for the long-term survival of the Western Swamp Tortoise.


SUBMISSION POINTS FOR THE DRAFT WST RECOVERY PLAN
Suggested opening
I support the preparation of a new Recovery Plan for the Western Swamp Tortoise. The species remains Critically Endangered, and its recovery depends on secure habitat, functioning wetlands, long-term hydrological protection, active management and adequate funding. The Recovery Plan should be strengthened so that recovery actions are specific, funded, measurable and publicly reported.
Key areas for improvement
1. Fund land acquisition and habitat security
The Recovery Plan should include a funded land acquisition and habitat-security program. Priority land should be identified, mapped and secured through acquisition, reserve additions, conservation covenants, management agreements or other binding mechanisms.
2. Secure Lots 29–32 Maralla Road
The Recovery Plan should specifically recognise the Lots 29–32 Maralla Road wetland as ancillary habitat and potential drought refuge for the Western Swamp Tortoise. This land should be legally secured, hydrologically protected, managed for conservation and monitored as part of the recovery program.
3. Include a fully costed 10-year budget
The Recovery Plan should include a full 10-year implementation budget, with annual costs, responsible agencies and confirmed funding sources. Recovery of a Critically Endangered species should not rely on short-term grants, uncertain funding or volunteer effort.
4. Map and protect critical habitat
The Recovery Plan should include an action to identify, map and progress formal protection of critical habitat, including core wetlands, terrestrial aestivation and nesting habitat, drought refuges, movement corridors, hydrological support areas and catchments.
5. Add a hydrology and climate adaptation plan
The Recovery Plan should include a detailed hydrology and climate adaptation action plan, including wetland hydroperiod targets, groundwater and surface-water monitoring, water-quality targets, drought-response triggers and supplementation requirements for each subpopulation.
6. Strengthen monitoring, predator control and fire management
The Recovery Plan should require annual public reporting on population trends, recruitment, habitat condition, wetland hydroperiods, water quality, predator control, fire events, captive breeding, releases, translocation survival and progress against budget. It should also include measurable actions for fox, cat, rat, raven and pig control, fire response planning, protection of aestivation habitat and management of urban edge effects such as dogs, cats, waste, lighting and increased predators.
7. Require WST-compatible infrastructure
Roads, rail crossings, drainage channels, culverts, basins, pits, sumps, fences, firebreaks and utility corridors near Western Swamp Tortoise habitat should be designed to avoid movement barriers, entrapment risks and ecological traps.
Suggested conclusion
I support the Recovery Plan but ask that it be strengthened with a funded land acquisition program, formal critical habitat mapping, a full 10-year implementation budget, hydrology and climate adaptation actions, and explicit protection of drought refuges such as Lots 29–32 Maralla Road.
The Western Swamp Tortoise will not recover through general commitments alone. Recovery actions must be funded, time-bound, measurable, publicly reported and linked to enforceable habitat protection under the EPP.
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