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MENTAL PROTECTION AND RESILIENCE 

Climate Change Act (not yet passed) 
• Requires government to set greenhouse gas emissions

reduction targets, report annually to Parliament about
Western Australia's progress against emissions reduction
targets and develop policies and plans to support
achievement of targets and enhance climate resilience .•••• 

Conservation and 
Land Management Act 1984 
• Establishes a body to which the State's Terrestrial Reserves

and Marine Parks and Reserves are vested in (Conservation
Commission of WA and Marine Parks Commission of WA,
respectively ).

• Outlines the management responsibilities of the State's
Terrestrial and Marine Parks and Reserves, including the
access and leasing of land, and allows this land to be jointly
managed with Traditional Owners.

• Ensures the development of policies to preserve natural
environments of the State, the provision of facilities for the
enjoyment of those environments by the community, the
promotion of appreciation for plants and animals and natural
environments, and ensures the Minister for Environment is
advised on these issues.

• Enables management plans for terrestrial parks and reserves
to be developed for the Minister for Environment, including
guidelines for monitoring the implementation of those plans.

Pelican Point Nature Reserve, Matilda Bay Reserve, 
Canning River Regional Park, Walyunga National Park, 

Swan Estuary Marine Park (Alfred Cove, 
Pelican Point and Milyu) • 

Contaminated Sites Act 2003 
• Regulates the identification, reporting, classification and

management of contaminated sites.

• Provides technical advice to land use planning authorities to
support the management of acid sulfate soils.

Contaminated sites 

Acid Sulfate Soils risk areas • 

Environmental Protection Act 1986 
• Protects the environment through the regulation of single-use

plastics, unauthorised discharges or emissions, and
responses to serious pollution incidents.

• Regulates the clearing of native vegetation through permits.

• Regulates prescribed premises through works approvals and
licences.

• Provides independent advice to Government on
environmental matters.

• Enables statutory (Environmental Protection Policies) and
non-statutory (State Environmental Protection Policies)
policies to protect the environment to be developed.

• Allows environmental impact assessments to be conducted.

• Enables compliance with conditions for Ministerial approvals
to be monitored.•••• 

Pollution of Waters by Oil and Noxious 
Substances Act 1987 
• Protects the environment from and manages hazards

resulting from oil pollution.• 
Soil and Land Conservation Act 1945 
• Prevents and mitigates land and water degradation due to

soil erosion, salinity, eutrophication, flooding and the removal
or deterioration of natural or introduced vegetation .•••• 

Waterways Conservation Act 1976 
• Enables the declaration of areas as Management Areas, such

as the Avon River Management Area, to ensure the
conservation, maintenance and management of those areas.

• 
Avon River Management Area 

(within the Swan Canning Catchment) 
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Agricultural Produce Commission Act 1988 
• Guides the sustainability and profitability of the State's

agriculture, food and fibre sectors.

• Encourages appropriate land, irrigation, and fertiliser
practices.••• 

Biosecurity and Agricultural Management 
Act 2007 
• Manages biosecurity risks associated with serious noxious

weeds in Western Australia, through declared plants policies
and regulations and by providing research and technical
advice on weed issues (Invasive Species Program).•••• 

Fish Resources Management Act 1994 
• Controls invasive / noxious fish species .•••• 
Metropolitan Water Supply, Sewerage, and 
Drainage Act 1909 
• Protects the State's drinking water resources from

contamination.

• Informs the allocation of the State's water resources and
ensures there is an adequate supply of surface water and
groundwater to meet the needs of the community and the
environment, now and in the future .• 

Mining Act 1978 
• Encourages investment in resource exploitation.

• Regulates extractive industries.

• Ensures an equitable and secure titles system for mining,
petroleum and geothermal industries .

• Is subject to the Environmental Protection Act 1986 to ensure
best environmental management is promoted through
environmental regulatory and policy services.

Rights in Water and Irrigation Act 1914 
• Regulates the taking of surface water and groundwater

through licences .• 
Water Agencies (Powers) Act 1984 
• The lead legislation of WA's six water resource management

Acts (the other Acts being: Country Areas Water Supply Act
194 7, Metropolitan Arterial Drainage Act 1982, Metropolitan
Water Supply, Sewerage, and Drainage Act 1909, Rights in
Water and Irrigation Act 1914, and the Waterways
Conservation Act 1976).

• Provides the framework for the measurement, protection,
allocation and regulation of water resources in WA

• Outlines the management responsibilities of the State's
groundwater and surface water resources.

• Regulates the management of waterways, drains and local
water bodies .•
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PLANNING, DEVELOPMENT AND LAND MANAGEMENT 

Land Administration Act 1997 
• Ensures the care, control and management of the Parks and

Recreation reserve and other public reserves as well as
enabling those land managers the power to lease, sub-lease
or licence that land in line with that reserve purpose.•• 

Local Government Act 1995 
• Ensures that community facilities are provided and

maintained.

• Enables the management of commercial, residential and
industrial premises .

• Enables the creation of local laws that concern public health,
such as monitoring or management of human health issues,
including noise pollution, water quality in local swimming
beaches and mosquito management.•• 

Metropolitan Redevelopment Act 2011 
• Enables the Minister (for Lands?) to recommended

redevelopment areas to be declared.

• Establishes a state agency with planning, development
control, land acquisition and disposal and other
redevelopment projects in respect of redevelopment areas .

Elizabeth Quay, Riverside, East Perth Power Station site,
Wungong Urban Water project area, and Midland 

Redevelopment Area (Helena River) •• 

Planning and Development Act 2005 
• The lead legislation for land use planning and development in

WA

• Establishes a statutory authority that coordinates planning for
future land use (the Western Australian Planning
Commission)

• Enables the development and maintenance of State Planning
Policies, which provides a policy framework to ensure that
planning, land use and development maintain and enhance
the health, amenity and landscape values of the river.

• Regulates the way in which communities can be built through
developing and implementing policy and strategic plans.

• Ensures strategic planning for urban, rural and regional land
use planning and land development matters.

• Supports integrated planning and coordinates the
development and delivery of land supply, affordable housing,
and infrastructure to ensure well-planned and connected
communities, particularly in the regional areas of the State.

• Ensures that public and private land is used appropriately
and consistently, including location of industry, commerce,
residential services, community facilities and necessary
infrastructure.

• Approves planning, subdivision and development 
applications.

• Administers the Metropolitan Region Improvement Fund that
can and is used to acquire land for public purposes, including
foreshore reserves and parks, and Bush Forever sites. Land
acquired through the fund may be vested with various
management authorities, depending on the purposes for
which the land was acquired.•••• 
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CULTURAL HERITAGE 

Aboriginal Heritage Act 1972 r,NA) 
• Improves service delivery and facilitates developing policy

and programs that deliver sustainable economic,
environmental and social benefits to Aboriginal communities.

• Ensures the public and private sectors and the community
are advised on the management of Aboriginal heritage.

• Maintains a Register of Aboriginal Sites.

• Helps Aboriginal families and native title parties access
information that may help them in reuniting families or
demonstrating their connections to Country.

• Ensures developers undertake engagement with Aboriginal
people, including building this into development planning
processes where required.

Registered Aboriginal sites and places •••• 
Heritage Act 2018 
• Establishes the Heritage Council to assess and document

places of cultural heritage significance.

• Ensures registered places of cultural heritage significance are
preserved.

• Encourages the conservation of places with cultural heritage
significance.

• Enables the provision of funding to help with conservation
planning and conservation works on Heritage Places.

Heritage places listed in the 
State Register of Heritage Places •••• 
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