
PROTECTING URBAN BIODIVERSITY
FROM BUSHLANDS TO THE BALLOTS: TALKING WITH 

CANDIDATES WHERE AND WHEN IT COUNTS

ONLINE EVENT 
www.bushlandperth.org.au

http://www.bushlandperth.org.au/


ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF 
COUNTRY



INTRODUCTION

• Welcome
• Etiquette

• Microphones muted, questions in chat 
• Speakers

• Elizabeth Eaton, Katherine Neaves, Colma Keating  
• Purpose

• Encouraging and supporting you to be part of a 
community groundswell for better protection of our 
natural environment

ccwa.org.au    bushlandperth.org.au   #savetheblackcockatoo   
#saveourbushlands ​



FIND YOUR CANDIDATES 
AND REQUEST A MEETING

1. Visit WAEC website 
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au
Scroll down and select  ‘Find your 
candidates’ 

2. Find candidates
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/
elections/state/sgelection#/sg2
025
Select your ‘District’ 
Select ‘Candidates’

3. Contact candidates
Email (for written record)
Follow up call (where possible)
Follow up socials/media (if 
needed)
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#saveourbushlands 

https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/elections/state/sgelection#/sg2025
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/elections/state/sgelection#/sg2025
https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/elections/state/sgelection#/sg2025


MEET YOUR CANDIDATES

1. PEOPLE
• Know who you are meeting with - THE CANDIDATE!

• Learn about the candidates (not just the political party)
• Find out what they care about and prioritise – you can do this by asking why they 

nominated.
• Ask them and confirm this when you meet

• Ensure the candidate knows who they are meeting with – YOU! 
• Share your personal story
• For example –

• a) Who you are
• b)How long lived in electorate 
• c) Connections you have in the electorate
• d) Where you live in electorate
• e) Your experience with engaging the Members of Parliament (good/bad – feel 

represented?)

ccwa.org.au    bushlandperth.org.au   #savetheblackcockatoo   
#saveourbushlands 



MEET YOUR CANDIDATES

2. ABOUT THE PATCH/YOUR PASSION/LOCAL 
MATTER

• Ask the candidate to share their current understanding first - LISTEN
• About the patch, their personal position, party affiliation position and commitments 
• Note: The candidate likely is not an expert, aware or may not have prioritised the matter

• Reflect to the candidate what you heard the candidate understands –
REFLECT
• Gives the candidate an opportunity to clarify

• Share why you care about this patch of bushland/nature – SHARE
• Express your topline thoughts, knowledge and understanding of the patch/matter 
• Express, if possible, how this connects to the WA State Election Environment Priorities 

ccwa.org.au    bushlandperth.org.au   #savetheblackcockatoo   
#saveourbushlands 



MEET YOUR CANDIDATES

3. CANDIDATES COMMITMENT AND FOLLOW UP
• Bring along the Nature Priorities Scorecard and use as a guide
• Connect your patch to the priority needs for better nature protection in 

WA
• Seek a commitment from candidate and use scorecard to capture 

responses
• Complete the form. Follow up with candidate
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7 PRIORITY NATURE ASKS
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7 PRIORITY NATURE ASKS
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BIG, BIG CHANGE TO WA’s 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

The LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL = CRITICAL CHAMBER

• Reviews legislation passed by the lower house
• Monitors, scrutinises & reviews govt administration & expenditure
• Represents the people of WA, matters of public interest to be 

heard & brought to public attention (eg our petitions).
2021-2025 CHAMBER

OUT with the OLD:  6 ‘community of interest’ regions (3 regional, 3 metro e.g
Agriculture, South Metro).  We were represented by 6 members/region. Total 36 
seats.

IN with the NEW:  2021 legislation passed to abolish regions & increase size to 
37 seats. All elected by the state-at-large (similar to Federal Senate). 
• Combines the proportional & preferential voting system of the single 

transferable vote. 

SOURCE: Parliament of WA Parliament of WA Web - Role of the Legislative Council
ccwa.org.au    bushlandperth.org.au   #savetheblackcockatoo   
#saveourbushlands ​

https://www.parliament.wa.gov.au/WebCMS/WebCMS.nsf/content/role-of-the-legislative-council#:%7E:text=The%20Legislative%20Council%20is%20often%20called%20the%20house,administration%20of%20government%20departments%20and%20other%20public%20agencies.


NEW VOTING OPTIONS for 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

The ballot paper or  ‘bedspread’ is 14 columns wide and almost 40 rows deep.

YOU CAN vote:

either ABOVE the line = Numbering 1 or more squares 
(WAEC will then follow the registered voting cards of the groups, 
in the order of your voting preference)

or BELOW the line = Numbering up to 20 or more squares   
(WAEC will then follow your vote preference)

Be careful NOT to MARK/NUMBER both sides of the THICK BLACK LINE.  
Otherwise, your vote will be considered informal / invalid.

SOURCE: WA Electoral Commission  Voting in a State Election | Western Australian Electoral Commission

ccwa.org.au    bushlandperth.org.au   #savetheblackcockatoo   
#saveourbushlands ​

https://www.elections.wa.gov.au/vote/voting-state-election


NEW VOTING OPTIONS for 
LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL

In order LEFT to RIGHT across the BALLOT PAPER, the groups are:
 A - Sustainable Australia - Anti-Corruption (10 candidates)
 B – Shooters, Fishers & Farmers Party WA (SFFPWA) (5)
 C - Liberal Party (18)
 D - The Nationals WA (10)
 E - Australian Christians (5)
 F - The Greens (WA) (9)
 G - WA Labor (37)
 H - Animal Justice Party (5)
 I - Libertarian (7)
 J - Stop Pedophiles! Protect kiddies! (17)
 K - Legalise Cannabis Party WA (8)
 L - Pauline Hanson's One Nation (5)
 M - Independent group (5)
 Ungrouped Candidates (5)

SOURCE: WA 2025 – Summary of Parties and Candidates – Antony Green's Election Blog
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https://antonygreen.com.au/wa-2025-summary-of-parties-and-candidates/


RESOURCES
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Download report Community resources
https://www.ccwa.org.au/nature_communityresourceshttps://www.ccwa.org.au/publicatio

ns Contact us
https://www.ccwa.org.au/nature_contact

https://www.ccwa.org.au/nature_communityresources
https://www.ccwa.org.au/publications
https://www.ccwa.org.au/publications
https://www.ccwa.org.au/nature_contact


YARD SIGNS
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https://www.ccwa.org.au/cockatoo_yardi
sgnhttps://www.ccwa.org.au/bushlands_yardis

gn

https://www.ccwa.org.au/cockatoo_yardisgn
https://www.ccwa.org.au/cockatoo_yardisgn
https://www.ccwa.org.au/bushlands_yardisgn
https://www.ccwa.org.au/bushlands_yardisgn


QUESTIONS
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